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Comments from your President:
James C. Cobb

Changing of the Guard | have served my year
as KSPG President and will continue to serve on the
Executive Committee in the position of Past
President. Don Chesnut will take over as KSPG
President. My experience has been rewarding and
enjoyable. | want to thank all of you who support our
new society and all of you who helped with various
committees and duties. | want to wish Don the best
of luck for 1998.

Conference Remarks | gave the following remarks
at the opening session of the Eastern Section AAPG-
TSOP meeting in Lexington and thought it would be
worthwhile to reproduce my text here in the
newsletter.

The Kentucky Society of Professional Geologists is
pleased to be a co-sponsor of the Joint meeting of the
Eastern Section of AAPG and TSOP, the Society of
Organic Petrology. We are so glad you are here!!, and
hope Lexington and the Bluegrass live up to their great
reputation for hospitality and interesting sites. This is a
great place to be involved in geology as well as to visit.
Lexington is strategically located geologically on the
Cincinnati Arch with the Appalachian Basin to our east and
the lllinois Basin to our west. It would be hard to find a
place in the world more productive in terms of the mineral
and energy resources produced than here. This area is the
largest coal producing region in North America, the
western hemisphere and perhaps in the world. Likewise,
the variety of our resources, oil and gas, minerals, and
coal makes us a world leader. In Kentucky alone mineral
resources bring in more than 4.5 billion dollars each year;
coal is a 4 billion dollar industry, oil and gas is a ¥4 billion
dollars, and stone is another ¥4 billion.

I have heard geologists far more knowledgeable
than me, explaining that the influences of the geology
exposed here; the basins, stratigraphy, sediments,
resources, structures, and tectonics played a crucial role in
the development of the science of geology itself. In turn the
geologists who have worked here and were influenced by
this geology have been influential worldwide.

Last night KSPG held its annual banquet and
celebrated its first birthday. KSPG evolved out of the
Geological Society of Kentucky which was founded in
1948. The change from GSK to KSPG reflects both
adapting to the real needs of geologists and a survival
skill, “become relevant or risk being left behind.” Our first
example of this new involvement was held yesterday, the
KSPG field trip held in conjunction with this meeting,
invited public school teachers from the area along at no
charge. We believe sharing our knowledge and selves with
non-geologists is as important as our academic debates
with one-another over geology. Geologists must spend
more time capturing the interests of educators, students,
other scientists, and citizens because all of the other
professions are also competing for a share of the public’s
interests.

Geologists in Kentucky struggled for 12 years to
gain professional recognition in this state. Through three
changes of Governors, the Bill to create professional
status for geologists was defeated. Finally, by great
individual efforts from people like Donald Haney, Bill

McQuown, Wally Hagan, David Scott, Steve Sullivan, and
others, and contributions of money from many, the BiIll
was passed and signed into law in 1992. A total of 2200
geologists registered under the program. 500 live in
Kentucky. Many members of the old geological society
recognized a need to serve the geological professional in
Kentucky and changed itself into the Kentucky Society of
Professional Geologists.

The reason | bring up this history here is because it
reflects issues being discussed in all geological societies
including AAPG and its divisions; EMD, DPA, and DEG.
Our challenge is to keep our research and professional
interactions as sharp and vital as ever, while finding time
to interact with non-geologists to engage their interests
and concerns and lack of understanding of the Earth, its
processes, and resources.

KSPG is thrilled to be a part of this meeting, is
pleased to be a co-sponsor, and wishes all of you a great
stay in the Bluegrass and a great meeting.

Jim Cobb,
President, KSPG
September 28, 1997

Greetings from Don Chesnut

As incoming President of KSPG, | hope to build on
the advances made by Jim Cobb and his administration
during the past year and | count on their continued support
in the coming year. They have done a wonderful job.

Two new features | would like to add this year have
to do with communication and education. These are a
KSPG website and e-mail listserver. A listserver is an e-
mail distribution system. The KSPG listserver would be
used as a resource for the professional geologist in
Kentucky. A member could ask questions like, 1) What
kind of drilling method is best for coring the Lee
sandstones?, 2) How should we bolt a mine roof with lots
of kettle bottoms?, 3) Where do | file these kinds of permit
applications?, 4) What company does a good job with
high-resolution geophysical logging?, 5) Why does my
well water have barium?, 6) Why do slopes in the
Pennington Formation keep failing?, etc. The public may
also be interested in this listserver. Teachers may ask if
anyone is available to talk to their class. A student may
ask where they can find quartz crystals in Kentucky. Other
knowledgeable members can answer these questions.

The KSPG website would be a great resource for

the public and for geologists in the state. Here we can list
sources of technical information useful to the geologists
working in Kentucky and also offer help to the general
public. This information could include topics such as 1)
When should one hire a consulting geologist,? 2) Which
consulting geologist should | hire,? 3) What public agency
should | contact for information or for submitting permits,?
4) What's the difference between an engineer and a
geologist and which should | use,? 5) How do | find out
how much coal | have,? etc. At this website, we could list
the specialty of participating MEMBERS and whether or
not they are available for consulting and what their
restrictions for consulting are. Their employer, address,
phone numbers, websites, or e-mail addresses could also
be listed.
If the listserver and website services are approved by the
executive committee, | will look into getting them
implemented. In addition, | will send a form in the next
newsletter asking for your information regarding specialty
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and whether you can consult. This information will then be
compiled and put on the web. Please let me know what you
think about these ideas or any others that you have. Topics
for webpages and potential authors would be appreciated.

Don Chesnut,

chesnut@kgs.mm.uky.edu,

Kentucky Geological Survey

228 M.M.R. Bldg.

University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40506-0107

$$ LOGO Contest !! $$

KSPG will pay $100.00 for the winning entry for our Create A
LOGO FOR KSPG contest. Your entry must be in by March
1, 1998. Please send your designs to KSPG logo
Competition, Kentucky Geological Survey, 228 MMRB,
University of Kentucky, KY 40506-0107. The KSPG executive
committee will choose the winning entry. The work must be
original and all rights to the design must be transferred to
KSPG to receive the cash award. Each person may submit
up to three entries. The competition is open to members and
non-members alike. There are no specifications for the
design but it should lend itself to letterheads, insignia, black
and white copy, etc. It should make a positive, professional,
artistic, and memorable impression.

1997 Annual Banquet

Approximately 70 people attended the first annual
KSPG banquet. The banquet was a catered buffet held
September 27, 1997 in Lexington at the Mining and
Mineral Resources Building. The program was
highlighted by distinguished service awards presented
to those who have worked so hard in recent years to
make KSPG successful.

K SPG Honorees for 1997
Ken Kuehn--KSPG Distinguished Service Award
for dedicated and outstanding service to the
Society, architect of KSPG Constitution and By-
laws, honorary parliamentarian, Past President,
current Secretary-Treasurer.

Kevin Wente--KSPG Distinguished Service
Award for dedicated and outstanding service to
the Society, Past President, organizer of the
KSPG Annual Symposium in 1996 and 97.

Bart Davidson--KSPG Distinguished Service
Award for dedicated and outstanding service to
the Society, past secretary/treasurer, special
advisor to the President.

Tom Sparks-KSPG Distinguished Service Award
for dedicated and outstanding service to the
Society, current Newsletter Editor since 1995.

Honorees Bart Davidson, left, and Kevin Wente with
1997 KSPG President Jim Cobb.

Jim Cobb gave the banquet talk entitled, “Looking for
Hutton’'s Grave.” He recounted his search last
summer for the grave of James Hutton in Edinburgh,
Scotland. Hutton is the father of modern geology and
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created the concept of Uniformitarianism. His grave is
in the Greyfriars Church cemetery in Edinburgh. It is
marked—The Father of Modern Geology, James
Hutton 1726-1797, but, to see it, you have to get
beyond the public area that promotes Greyfriars Bobby.
Greyfriars Bobby, a Skye terrier, became famous in the
1870s because he laid on the grave of his master for
14 years. A statue of the dog at the church, a book, and
a Walt Disney movie immortalized Bobby and the
church. The memorial to the dog is today a popular
tourist attraction. The grave of James Hutton is in a
secluded part of the cemetery.

Field Trip co-leader Steve Greb leads the “Geology of
the Bluegrass Region” along outcrops on U.S. 27.

KSPG Annual Field Trip

The annual Field trip toured the Lexington Quarry
Company in Nicholasville. Science teachers from
surrounding counties went on the trip to learn more
about the geology of the Bluegrass region and the uses
and production of rocks and minerals. A total of 35
individuals went on the trip which was held on
September 27. Our thanks go the leaders of the trip —
Steve Greb, Warren Anderson, and Garland Dever.
Frank Ettensohn also helped on the trip. This trip was
also coordinated so Attendees to the AAPG meeting
could attend the KSPG trip.

got some real “hand’s on” experience at fossil hunting.

Earth Science (K-12) Teachers Workshop
Steve Greb led an outreach effort on behalf of KSPG,
KGS, and UK Department of Geological Sciences for
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teachers in kindergarten through 12th grade. The
morning session demonstrated for teachers the Internet
sites—Earth ~ Science  Education Network and
WebDOGS. The afternoon was a focus group on earth
science lesson plans, and lectures and demonstrations
about Kentucky geology and paleontology.

AAPG/KSPG/DOG
New Technologies Workshop

Paul Howell, UK Department of Geological Sciences,
held a workshop open to KSPG members, at the AAPG
meeting in Lexington that brought in speakers to talk
about new technologies in geology for exploration, data
collection, data management, and others. The
workshop was successful attracting more than 100
attendees.

Election of Officersfor 1998

The election ballot is going out with this newsletter. It
will only go the paid up members. John Popp has
vacated his councilor position and will run for
President-Elect. Faith Fiene will run for the councilor
position which is a two-year term vacated by John
Popp. John Popp is a geologist working for MAPCO
Coal Company and Faith Fiene is a geologist working
for the Kentucky National Guard.

1997 KSPG Officers
President —James C. Cobb
President-Elect—Donald R. Chesnut, Jr.
Past President—Kevin Wente
Councilor—John Popp (two year tern, 1997-1999)
Councilor—Mike May (two year tern, 1997-1999)
Secretary/Treasurer—Ken Kuehn
Editor—Tom Sparks (appointed)

Secretary/Treasurer’s Report
Kenneth W. Kuehn

Greetings to all, and best wishes for a happy and
prosperous New Year!

| am pleased to report that after our first year, the
KSPG is fiscally sound and very activel As of
December 23, 1997 we had $4081.80 in our checking
account. Our annual meeting activities in September,
including the banquet and field trip, are all expected to
yield a profit that will add to this total.

| appreciate everyone's efforts to get their dues paid
in 1997 during our grandfather period, which ended on
December 31st. I've been working to get our member
database up to date and | ask that you check your
mailing label for correctness. Please let me know of
any problems with it. At present we have 245 geologists
on our roll, 186 of whom are paid up and in good
standing. We developed a new Member Application
Form this past year so please get the word out ask
potential new members to contact me, or send me their
names directly.

We are planning various outreach activities for 1998
and | hope we can make substantial additions to our
numbers this year. Please get involved and help KSPG
achieve its goal of becoming the 'umbrella’ organization
for all geologists in Kentucky! kwk
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Past President Kevin
Wente will help set up
this year's symposium.
(Thanks again, Kevin!!)

Secretary/Treasurer
Kenneth W. Kuehn
with his award.
(Elvis LIVES!)

K SPG Distinguished L ecturer

Robert Fox will be KSPG's first Distinguished Lecturer
scheduled for Wednesday evening, Jan 21, 1998, in
room 102 MMRB. Mr. Fox will talk about his 50 year
career in geology and particularly in petroleum
exploration worldwide. A special announcement will be
mailed out in January to advertise this event.

KSPG Annual Kentucky Geosciences

Symposium

Kevin Wente has agreed to assist again in the Annual
Geosciences Symposium (May 15, 1998). A Call for
Papers should go out with the next newsletter. It
should make available a certain number of spaces for
each of the major universities, industry and state
agencies invited. KGS should be able to fill any open
slots. John Popp should be available to encourage the
professional industry and Peter Goodman to encourage
the State agencies. Poster sessions should be allowed
or encouraged to attract student participation. Best
papers will be judged and awarded.

A Look Back at 1997

The transition from GSK to KSPG was finalized in early
1997 by an overwhelming vote of the membership. The
purpose of the change was to revitalize the society and
increase outreach to professional geologists and the
general public. The accomplishments for 1997 have
been good but its only a start.

1997/1998 List of Activities

Jan. 1997 Election of Officers

Feb. 21 Round table discussion, “Professional
Geologists in Kentucky - Planning
for the Future”

May 23 KSPG Geosciences Symposium

June 15 KSPG field trip to New Harmony, IN

Sept. 27 KSPG Banquet

Sept. 27 KSPG Field Trip “Geology of the

Bluegrass Region”

Sept. 28 KSPG Teacher Outreach

Sept. 28 KSPG/AAPG/DOG “New Technologies
Workshop”

Jan. 1998 Election of Officers

Jan. 21,1998 Bob Fox Distinguished Lecture

May 15, 1998 KSPG Kentucky Geoscience
Symposium

Fall 1998 KSPG Annual Banquet and Field Trip

(dates to be announced)
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Minutes of the Annual Business M eeting
September 27, 1997

102 Mining and Mineral Resources Building
University of Kentucky

Lexington, Kentucky

Attendance: Jim Cobb, President; Don Chesnut, President-
elect; Ken Kuehn, Secretary-Treasurer; Tom Sparks, Editor;
Mike May, Councilor; John Popp, Councilor; Kevin Wente,
Past President.

KSPG's First Annual Banquet immediately preceded the
Business Meeting and was attended by approximately 60
members and guests. The program featured a talk by KSPG
President Jim Cobb entitled "Looking for Hutton's Grave".
The Society also presented four Distinguished Service
Awards in "special recognition of distinguished service to the
Society in its founding year". Award recipients were: Kevin
Wente, Ken Kuehn, Bart Davidson, and Tom Sparks.

President Jim Cobb called the Business Meeting to order at
8:05pm EDT.

1. The Proposal to the Kentucky Board of Registration
for Professional Geologists has been discussed with them,
subsequently revised, and will be re-submitted in October.
The proposal calls for a full-time staff person to assist the
Board in communications and event planning among other
duties.

2. KSPG wishes to keep its affiliation with AAPG and will
appoint a member to represent the Society in their House of
Delegates. In past, GSK had funded a person to attend the
AAPG annual meeting, but KSPG will now seek a member
who would ordinarily go, and not pay him or her. There is a
three-year term involved, but sending a delegate is optional,
and a proxy may attend so long as an explanatory letter is
sent to AAPG in advance. The AAPG has been informed of
the Society's name change from GSK to KSPG.

3. Discussion of the KSPG Annual Geosciences
Symposium scheduled for next May brought many
suggestions from the membership. President Cobb first
explained that he planned to reserve some speaking slots for
all Kentucky universities, some for AIPG members, and the
remainder would be open. Allison Dunn suggested that we
should align with AIPG, overlap registrations, and therefore
avoid redundant meetings. She also suggested that the
meeting should have a professional focus and not be too
academic. Suggestions for theme sessions (D. Harris) and a
forum for teachers (D. Dockstader) were also made.

4. Upcoming Election: President Cobb announced the need
to elect a Councilor and a President-elect this year. He
invited potential candidates to contact him and noted the
ballots would be mailed shortly.

Kentucky Society of Professional Geologists
228 Mining and Mineral Resources Building
University of Kentucky

Lexington, KY 40506-0107

Address correction requested
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5. Discussion of the Newsletter, annual dues, and
membership in the Society revealed the need for outreach
activities to all 500 of our registered geologists who live in
Kentucky(J. Kiefer). Henry Morgan suggested that we ask
them questions about their expectations and what it would
take to get them to join KSPG. It was decided that the dues
statement will be sent separately from the Newsletter this
year.

6. Ken Kuehn gave the Secretary/Treasurer's report noting
that the Society had approximately $5,000 in its checking
account with many bills outstanding from the annual
meeting, field trip and banquet. He further noted that this
amount represented the entire 50-year legacy of the GSK
and that we had been operating at a substantial loss over the
past several years. Kuehn stated that KSPG will receive 25%
of the profits from the combined AAPG/TSOP meeting for
which it was the host Society. There was discussion about
whether Society philosophy should be to contiue subsidizing
its activities, or charge enough to break even. Councilor
Popp stated that its in the best interests of the Society to
become self-sufficient. He suggested that we charge more,
but maintain a tiered fee scale. He also suggested repeating
some trips, or making a standing trip for earth science
teachers.

7. New Business: President Cobb announced that he will
organize a workshop for next spring, possibly on Geographic
Information Systems. He will also look into initiating a
speaker series.

An organizing committee to host the 2002 combined
Northcentral/Southeastern sectional GSA meeting has been
formed. President Cobb will see that KSPG is involved.

The need to initiate outreach to Earth Science educators in
Kentucky was brought to the floor and discussed.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned
at 9:10 EDT.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kenneth W. Kuehn
Secretary/Treasurer

News from the Board of Registration-- The
Kentucky Board of Registration for Professional Geologists
approved at its December 15, 1997 meeting, the creation of
a new position of Liaison to the Board. The purpose of this
position is to enhance public health and safety in the practice
of geology. The person in this position will be housed at the
Kentucky Geological Survey for administrative purposes. A
search will be started within the next couple of months to fill
this position. Inquiries about the position should be sent to
Jim Cobb, Kentucky Geological Survey, 228 MMRB,
University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40506-0107. We can
expect contributions to this newsletter and to KSPG activities
by the person hired for this position. This is an important
step forward for the practice of geology in Kentucky.




