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Message from the president

the KSPG Executive

Committee in some
capacity for 5 years now. In
previous years we've had a
number of great field trips.
People have putin a great

I have been involved with

and Eastern Kentucky
University. This area meets
all the qualifications for a
Distinguished Geologic Site,
but we will need to see if we
can bring it all together. On
this field trip the Kentucky

Spring 2004

a photo journal of the
Middlesboro and Cumber-
land Gap 2003 field trip
from pictures he and
David Dockstader took,
and it is also available at
www.kspg.org.

deal of 'time and energy Chapter of AIPG will be We have a number of
preparing commit-
these trips. tees
When a oin
site meets gn d fg,ve
the criteria asked
fo'r a each to
e submit
guished a small
Geologic article
Site, even Anv o f
more work theZe
goes into commit-
bringing tees are
- open to
surround- sugges-
ng tions
commu- : : and
nity into it. A view near the top of the Bighill roadcut. help. so
This year i yg{l
the field trip is toa rc')ac.icut on joining us as co-sponsors. know of something that
Route 421 near Bighill in As things develop, addi-

may be helpful, please

Madison County. Here we
will see a great representation
of a complete section of
exposed Mississippian rocks.
It will be led by Frank
Ettensohn, Charlie Mason,
and Tom Leherer, who are
exceptional geologists as well
as professors of geology at the
University of Kentucky,
Morehead State University,

tional information will be
posted on the Web and in the
following newsletter.

This year we have started to
do maintenance on the
KSPG Web site and get it
current. The minutes of each
Executive Committee
meeting are being posted.
Brandon Nuttall has created

contact them.

Finally, we would like to
remove a sentence in the
KSPG bylaws that calls
for a new member to be
sponsored. Thank you,
and I hope to see you at
the fall field trip.
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Committee chairs

Revenue: Greg Cornett
(greg@kyriverprop.com)

Legislative/Regulatory
Oversight: Doug
Reynolds (dougjri@
prodigy.net)

K-12 Earth Science
Education: Melissa
Dieckmann

(melissa.dieckmann@
eku.edu)

University Outreach:
Ken Kuehn
(kenneth. kuehn@
wku.edu)

Geologist-In-Training:
David Jackson
(davida jackson@ky.gov)

Scholarship/Awards:

Distinguished Geologic
Sites: Drew Andrews
(wandrews@uky.edu)

2004 Field Conference:
Richard Smath
(rsmath@uky.edu)

Membership/Member
Benefits: Patrick Good-
ing (gooding@uky.edu)

Symposia/Professional
Development: Brandon
Nuttall (bnuttall@
uky.edu)

KSPG 2013: Ken Kuehn
(kenneth kuehn@wku.edu)

Hospitality/Entertain-
ment: Ann Watson
(watson@uky.edu)

Communications (Web
site/newsletter/
publications): Meg
Smath (msmath@uky.edu)
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Why a geologist in training?

s more and more states move
Atoward the greater protection of

public health, safety, and welfare,
professional licensure of professions that

provide these services is becoming more
than the norm.

In 1992 the Kentucky General Assembly
enacted into law the requirement that
persons practicing geology within the
Commonwealth of Kentucky had to register
with the Kentucky Board of Professions if
they wanted to continue practicing geology
in the state. The general requirements of the
law were that to become a “Registered
Professional” one must, at a minimum,
possess a degree in geology from an accred-
ited institution, pass a certified professional
exam, and have a minimum of 5 years
experience in practicing geology. At the crux
of this professional process lies the inherent
problem.

New geology graduates should not have to
wait 5 years to start the licensure process
and their professional careers. Certification
during this period would be beneficial to the
individual, the public, and the profession.

One might ask, what would be some tangible

benefits to having a Geologist-In-Training
certification? Well, at a minimum it could
provide the following:

1) Itwould allow new graduates in
geology to split the Association of State
Boards of Geology (ASBOG) exam into
two parts: the fundamentals section and
the practice section. The Fundamentals
of Geology would be given to the new
graduates upon graduation, while the
material is still fresh in their minds. This
in affect would most likely reduce the
first-time test-takers' failure rate that we
see way too often. The Practice of
Geology would then be theoretically
administered at the end of the 4 years,
after this training period, to celebrate the
start of the professional career. This
would be enormously beneficial to the
new graduates and would be added
incentive to complete the professional
registration process.

2) Havinga G-I-T certification would
assure prospective employers that they

are getting a quality person who has as
minimum qualifications a geology
degree from an accredited college or
university and a certificate documenting
proficiency in fundamental geologic
concepts. This benefit to the employer in
providing additional confidence and
security would mesh with Federal and
State regulatory actions toward more
and better protection of human health,
safety, and welfare.

3) Finally, having a certified G-I-T program
will also be a good thing for the viability
of the profession of geology as a whole.
Much too often and to the chagrin of the
profession, this hiatus between gradua-
tion and professional certification
proves to be detrimental to the profes-
sional development of the new gradu-
ates, and to the numbers of the rank and
file. New geologists often become lost in
a maze of job uncertainty and end up
becoming samplers, technicians, or
project managers, which are just a few of
the titles that become attached to them;
and once those titles are there, you can’t
seem to beat them off with a stick. Then,
at the appointed time, when they become
eligible for certification as a Professional
Geologist, they so often experience
difficulty in passing the test, or they
simply do not pursue it. Mainly, in my
opinion, because of this, a disconnect
occurs during this somewhat forced
hiatus, between graduation and profes-
sional certification, which in effect does
not allow them to maintain intimate
contact with peers and mentors in the
geologic community.

Therefore, having certification for a G-I-T
program can only be a good thing! Even
though these persons would not be autho-
rized to practice geology, there are still very
tangible benefits to them, the public, and the
geology profession as a whole. So, as we
attempt to move this process forward, please
drop me a line at davida jackson@ky.gov, or
for that matter, drop a line to any of the other
officers of the KSPG, sharing your thoughts
and ideas, because we are all in this thing
together.

—by David Jackson



Proposed bylaws amendment

tution and bylaws, adopted March 1, 1997. The change would be made to Article

We are seeking a change to the Kentucky Society of Professional Geolo-gists' consti

II: Procedures for Election to Membership, item 2. As of now it states that any
person other than a registered professional geologist needs to be sponsored by two full
members (registered professional, exempted professional, or honorary member). While
serving on the Executive Committee, I (Richard Smath) have been contacted by many want-
ing to become new members who did not have access to the above-mentioned sponsors. In
these cases, we had them send in their application and we (the Executive Committee)
sponsored them. We feel that the KSPG is open to all with an interest in the science field,
whether they are a professional geologist or not, and that trying to locate a sponsor may

hinder a person from joining. Amending the bylaws requires the membership to vote. Please
respond by e-mail to me at rsmath@uky.edu about how you feel about removing the sponsor-

ship requirement.

AAPG distinguished lecture

atrick Gooding, KSPG’s delegate to
PAAPG (Past-President 2002), ar-

ranged for Luis Pomar (AAPG
Distinguished Lecturer) to speak on “Types
of Carbonate Platforms, a Genetic Ap-
proach” on February 3. Patrick presented
Dr. Pomar with a family souvenir and a

special award.

Trinidad was
discovered by
Columbus in
1498 on his
third voyage to
the New World
and the island
was settled by
the Spanish.

The pulley

Pomar was
recovered from
a Spanish
warship that
sank during a

A 400-year-old pulley

from a Spanish warship storm in the
presented to Dr. Pomar late 1500’s or
(whoresides in Majorca,  early 1600’s
Spain) to hold before his about a half
talk. mile off the
northwest

coast of Trinidad in about 200 feet of water.
The pulley was brought to the surface in
1967 and given to Patrick Gooding’s father
by members of the research team, in grati-
tude for his assistance in helping with
repairs to their research vessel. The pulley
was kept at Patrick’s home in Trinidad and
remained there until he brought it to Ken-
tucky about 20 years ago and placed it in

presented to Dr.

his son’s room. Dr.
Luis Pomar is now
the first Spaniard to
have touched the
pulley in over 400
years. He was very
surprised to find
such a close
connection to Spain
residing here in
Kentucky. Is it
possible that a
distant relative of
Dr. Pomar's may
have been aboard
that ship?

The lecture was
well attended, and
Dr. Pomar was well
received. Thanks to
all who made it to
the talk.

KSPG President
Richard Smath
presented Dr. Pomar
with a polished slab
(made by Patrick
Gooding) of our very
own carbonate
platform rock, the
Camp Nelson Lime-
stone.

This newsletter is available as a PDF
version on the KSPG Web site with

color photographs. We would like to
distribute all our future newsletters as
PDF versions on the KSPG Web site
and send out notifications by e-mail
containing the link for members to
access the newsletter. The cost of
printing has gone up and the cost of
postage will go up. To save some costs
we would like to provide the newslet-
ter in this format to all who would
like to view it in this manner. If this is
all right with you, please make sure
that Ann Watson (watson@uky.edu)
has your current e-mail. We will still
mail out copies to people who do not
have e-mail service or prefer to have a
hard copy.

Committee notes

G-I-T Committee—Dave
Jackson (KSPG President
2002) has headed a commit-
tee of one (so far) to organize
a bill to acknowledge the
time a geologist has to wait
before he or she can take the
test to become a registered
professional. A summary of
David'’s efforts can be found
on page 2; anyone wanting
to help in any way, please
contact David at
davida.jackson@ky.gov.

K-12 Earth Science Educa-
tion—Melissa Deickmann
(President-Elect 2005),
Associate Professor in the
Earth Science Department at
Eastern Kentucky Univer-
sity, is heading a committee
to nominate an outstanding
teacher in the earth science
field. This nomination will
then be presented to the
American Association of
Petroleum Geologists. If you
have any suggestions for
Melissa, send her an e-
mailat melissa.dieckmann
@eku.edu.

2004 Field Conference—This
year the fall field trip will be
at the Bighill roadcut
(Madison County) where we
will examine a representa-
tive exposure of Mississip-
pian rocks. These rocks are
responsible for much of
Kentucky’s physiographic
and karst landforms, as well
as important sources for
crushed stone, groundwater
transit routes, and hydrocar-
bon reservoirs. The field trip
is scheduled for October 21,
22, and 23. We have field
trip leaders, but as of yet we
do not have any other

Continued on page 4



Avery Smith, Dan Phelps
honored

he Kentucky Section of the
I American Institute of

Professional Geologists
gives out yearly awards for
Lifetime Achievement and
Geologist of the Year. Both win-
ners this year are KSPG members.
Avery Smith was awarded the
Lifetime Achievement Award.
Avery is a highly qualified,
experienced, successful, and
knowledgeable professional who
has worked as a petroleum
geologist for nearly 55 years.
During his career, he has discovered many oil and gas plays
in the Illinois Basin, and written numerous publications on
the surface and subsurface stratigraphy and structural
geology of the Illinois Basin. Dan Phelps won the Geologist
of the Year Award. Many of you know Dan as the organizer
and president of the Kentucky Paleontological Society. Dan
has brought some very good speakers to Kentucky. He also is
very dedicated to geology in general and spends a lot of time
giving talks to people of all ages and to various organiza-
tions.

Dan Phelps.

In this issue:

Message from the president
Why a geologist in training?
Amendment; AAPG distinguished lecture; Committee notes

Avery Smith, Dan Phelps honored; AIPG field trip & banquet

This newsletter is sent to all members of the Kentucky Society of Profes-
sional Geologists. Send newsletter items to KSPG Newsletter Editor Meg
Smath, Kentucky Geological Survey, 228 MMRB, University of Kentucky,
Lexington, KY 40506-0107. Phone (859) 257-5500 x 168. Fax: (859) 257-
1147. E-mail: msmath@uky.edu.

Committee notes (continued)

logistics. Tentatively, we
were thinking that Thurs-
day night we would have an
icebreaker. Friday would be
the Bighill day, and the
banquet would be in the
evening. Saturday would be
a morning of optional trips,
such as hike up to the

Pinnacles, agate and geode
hunting (this is not a definite
possibility), or shopping in
Berea at the various craft
stores for some unique
Christmas gifts. More will be
posted on the KSPG Web site
as well as in another news-
letter.

The Kentucky Section of AIPG will hold its spring field trip
and awards banquet on Saturday, May 15, at Kentucky Dam
Village State Resort Park. The field trip, "Engineering
Geology of Kentucky Dam and TVA's Strong-Motion Net-
work," will be led by Paul Ross (U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers), Kurt Schaefer (Fuller, Mossbarger, Scott & May
Engineers), and Zhenming Wang (Kentucky Geological
Survey). The deadline for reservations is fast approaching. If
you would like to attend this event, please contact Gil
Cumbee by April 15 at (502) 868-0975 or
gcumbee@spadecorp.com. This field trip will be toa U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers facility. If a high national security
level is in effect at the time of the field trip, the Security Office
of the Corps reserves the right to cancel the trip. All field trip
attendees must have photo identification. Foreign nationals
must provide additional information, and should have
registered by March 31.




