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First and foremost, I 
would like all members 

to welcome the new offi cers to welcome the new offi cers 
for 2006. These include (1) for 2006. These include (1) 
President elect—Andrew President elect—Andrew 
Wulff, an assistant professor Wulff, an assistant professor 
of geology at WKU special-of geology at WKU special-
izing in volcanology and izing in volcanology and 
igneous petrology, (2) Secre-igneous petrology, (2) Secre-
tary-Treasurer—Fred Siew-tary-Treasurer—Fred Siew-
ers, an associate professor of ers, an associate professor of 
geology at WKU specializing 
in sedimentary geology, in sedimentary geology, 
and (3) President—Michael and (3) President—Michael 
May, an associate professor May, an associate professor 
of geology at WKU special-of geology at WKU special-
izing in sedimentology and izing in sedimentology and 
stratigraphy. Continuing stratigraphy. Continuing 
service for KSPG as counsel-service for KSPG as counsel-
ors includes Brandon Nuttall ors includes Brandon Nuttall 
and Richard Smath of the and Richard Smath of the 
Kentucky Geological Survey. Kentucky Geological Survey. 
Melissa Dieckmann of EKU Melissa Dieckmann of EKU 
is the past-president for the is the past-president for the 
society. Meg Smath at the society. Meg Smath at the 
KGS will continue with the KGS will continue with the 
important job of newsletter important job of newsletter 
editor and webmaster. Ac-editor and webmaster. Ac-
cording to the KSPG bylaws, cording to the KSPG bylaws, 
the newsletter editor has the newsletter editor has 
an “indefi nite” term. We an “indefi nite” term. We 
are glad that Meg tirelessly are glad that Meg tirelessly 
continues to get the job done continues to get the job done 
well without the protection well without the protection 
of term limits. Thanks Meg!of term limits. Thanks Meg!

Several items are already Several items are already 
being acted upon by the being acted upon by the 
offi cers of KSPG, including offi cers of KSPG, including 
raising annual membership raising annual membership 
dues (see section on offi cers 
meeting—dues increase), dis-meeting—dues increase), dis-
cussing and making plans for cussing and making plans for 
better communication among better communication among 

our members, providing 
members with additional 
benefi ts beyond a fall fi eld 
conference, revisiting the 
bylaws and updating them 
to refl ect status of member-
ship changes (e.g., the Ge-
ologist-In-Training status). 
Additionally, offi cers have 
discussed how to get more 
involved with schools and 
teachers, as well as the need 
for more college students to 
become members of KSPG. 
We would like membership 
feedback on several items 
that have been discussed 
before proceeding. So 
please, when you return 
you dues statement (along 
with your e-mail and other 
contact information) also 
respond to the questions 
regarding some of the issues 
under discussion. The sheet 
that you return will serve as 
an update of your contact 
information, a record that 
dues have been paid, and 
an opinion poll pertaining 
to various issues. 

Membership communica-
tion is important, and one of 
the most effi cient and cost 
effective ways of conduct-
ing this is via e-mail. At the 
risk of sounding redundant, 
I ask again that you please 
provide us with an active 
e-mail address. Perhaps 
some members are not on 
the listserv and "in the loop" 
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Michael May

Andrew Wulff

Fred Siewers
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Revenue: Greg Cornett 
(greg@kyriverprop.com)

Legislative/Regulatory 
Oversight: Doug Reyn-
olds (dougjr1@
prodigy.net)

K–12 Earth Science Educa-
tion: Melissa Dieckmann 
(melissa.dieckmann@
eku.edu)

University Outreach: Ken 
Kuehn (kenneth.kuehn@
wku.edu)

Geologist-In-Training: 
David Jackson (davida.
jackson@ky.gov)

Scholarship/Awards:

Distinguished Geologic 
Sites: Drew Andrews 
(wandrews@uky.edu)

2006 Field Confer-
ence: Richard Smath 
(rsmath@uky.edu)

Membership/Member Ben-
efi ts: Patrick Gooding 
(gooding@uky.edu)

Symposia/Professional 
Development: Brandon 
Nuttall (bnuttall@
uky.edu)

KSPG 2013: Ken Kuehn  
(kenneth.kuehn@wku.
edu)

Hospitality/Entertain-
ment: Ann Watson 
(watson@uky.edu)

Communications (Web 
site/newsletter/pub-
lications): Meg Smath 
(msmath@uky.edu)

Committee chairs
on things geologic in Kentucky. Please go 
to our website (www.kspg.org) and click on 
“Geologic Help for the Public,” then click 
on “Kygeologist” to sign yourself up onto 
the listserv. Brandon Nuttall is the offi cial 
“spam spanker,” so you should have no 
fear getting connected here. All members 
should have access to this site and use it. 
It will help us improve communication far 
beyond the occasional newsletter.

In regard to providing additional benefi ts 
for members beyond the camaraderie of 
the fall fi eld conference, we believe there 
is room for improving benefi ts for sev-
eral sectors of the membership. A college 
student may benefi t from the KSPG’s fall 
fi eld trip, but the Society could also provide 
additional benefi ts for the student sector 
via a stipend for those taking the ASBOG 
exam. Although more dues may be needed 
than what we have called for at this time 
(don’t worry, we are just talking here at 
this point), another additional benefi t for 
the profession could be realized in hav-
ing KSPG retain a lobbyist to represent us 
geologists in the legislative process. Such 
an activity would be most benefi cial to the 

"Message from the President"—continued from page 1

Minutes of the Executive Committee 
related to dues
The Executive Committee met on Febru-

ary 10, 2006 and voted to increase dues 
from $10 to $20 for all professionals. Please 
note that effective for 2006, dues are $20 
for all professionals. Students and associ-
ate dues will remain at the low price of 
only $10 per year. Since the KSPG’s found-
ing about 10 years ago, there has not been 
a single dues increase. If one considers 
infl ation over the past decade, dues could 
have justifi ably been raised to keep up with 
rising costs of transportation, expendable 
goods, postage, and document production, 
but were not. In 2006, however, we desire 
to move forward and become more visible. 
A dues increase will permit us to do this. 
As a society, we want to get more involved 
with public school teachers and their 

students. Another possible use of Society 
funds would be to aid geology graduates 
sitting for the fundamentals of geology por-
tion of the ASBOG exam. The Society could 
defray the cost of a portion for the ASBOG 
exam for student members. We also would 
like to become more visible to the general 
public across the state. One way to do this is 
to provide materials for teachers in vari-
ous school districts for teaching science. 
The KSPG could proudly lead the way in 
providing ideas for classroom and outdoor 
activities for teachers and their students 
across the Commonwealth.

For the offi cial minutes in their entirety, 
please see the website posting.

practicing professional. I personally think 
this is a great idea, and the KSPG should 
pursue this. The Geologist In Training (GIT) 
legislation that was brought forth by Past-
president David Jackson is a success story, 
and perhaps hiring a lobbying fi rm to help 
the practicing professional could be one 
too. These are just ideas at this point, and I 
encourage your feedback and suggestions 
to me directly (michael.may@wku.edu).

The fall fi eld conference is in the planning 
stages. Drew Andrews and Ron Counts of 
the Kentucky Geological Survey will be 
spearheading the efforts to take us all on an 
excursion of the Quaternary kind. How-
ever, I am assured that any Pennsylvanian 
rocks poking out of the loess-mantled hills 
near the Ohio River between Henderson 
and Owensboro will also be discussed, as 
well as resources of sand, gravel, and coal, 
and an assessment of regional seismic risks, 
to name a few of the items of interest. The 
dates for the fi eld conference will be an-
nounced soon. Please look for an additional 
announcement to be forthcoming. 

Michael T. May



2006 KSPG Membership Renewal Form
Name:

E-mail:

Mailing address:

Phone: Fax:

Job title:

Check one below:
2006 professional annual dues $20
2006 student annual dues $10
2006 associate annual dues $10

Make checks payable to KSPG and send to:
Dr. Fred Siewers, Dept. of Geography & Geology
1906 College Heights Blvd. #31066
Western Kentucky University
Bowling Green, KY 42101-1066

Input/opinion on pending Executive Committee issues

I would _____ or I would not _____ favor using KSPG funds to send the following titles out to a 
select number of schools: Teaching about Evolution and the Evolution of Science (see fermat.nap.edu/
books/0309063647/html/index.html) and Science and Creationism: A View from the National Academy of 
Sciences (see newton.nap.edu/books/0309064066/html) as a means of reaching out to science educa-
tors in Kentucky. Anticipated costs would be in the range of $500 to $1,000, depending on the num-
ber of schools.
I would _____ or I would not _____ favor using KSPG funds to provide, at a minimum, a $50 stipend 
to defray the cost of the Fundamentals of Geology portion of the ASBOG exam for graduating geol-
ogy students from Kentucky colleges.
I would _____ or I would not _____ favor using KSPG funds to increase outreach to the general pub-
lic.
I would _____ or I would not _____ favor amending the membership classifi cation under Article I of 
the KSPG Bylaws to formally recognize Geologist-In-Training (GIT) and K-12 Teachers as Associate 
Members (dues would remain $10 for these categories for 2006).
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This newsletter is sent to all members of the Kentucky Society of Profes-
sional Geologists. Send newsletter items to KSPG Newsletter Editor Meg 
Smath, Kentucky Geological Survey, 228 MMRB, University of Kentucky, 
Lexington, KY 40506-0107. Phone (859) 257-5500 x 168. 
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Potential hot button issue

Brandon Nuttall, at the 
February 10 Execu-

tive Committee meeting, 
brought up the fact that ex-
isting oil and gas state laws 
presently require a licensed 
surveyor to prepare plats 

Treasurer’s report

As of January 30 the 
KSPG had net assets of 

$6,702.17. These assets were 
transferred from the Uni-
versity of Kentucky Federal 
Credit Union in Lexington 
to Integra Bank in Bowling 

Green, Ky. Five thousand 
dollars of the Society’s as-
sets was placed in an inter-
est-bearing savings account; 
the remaining $1,702.17 was 
placed in a checking ac-
count.

Membership dues should 
be paid to KSPG and sent to 
me, Dr. Fred Siewers, Dept. 
of Geography and Geology, 
1906 College Heights Blvd. 
#31066, Bowling Green, KY 
42101-1066. Please note the 

for a lease, but a profes-
sional geologist is left out of 
the picture. Likewise, where 
oil and gas wells are plat-
ted in coal-bearing areas, 
a professional engineer's 
signature is needed, but 

again, a geologists stamp 
is not required. Certainly 
a plat could be submitted 
with something like a type 
geophysical well log with 
formation tops that would 
require a PG or RG stamp 

increase in dues and our 
need for your e-mail ad-
dress (see membership re-
newal form). I look forward 
to serving as the KSPG 
secretary and treasurer for 
2006-2007.

Fred Siewers

by law. Perhaps this would 
be an example of some 
legislative action that KSPG 
could get involved with to 
increase the number of tasks 
that require a geologist’s 
input. 


